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With the storm clo of A al e,
debris lines on levees, with the indices of economic collapse, a
wavering graphs of recovery, with inventories of emissions and
ecological footprints, with the daily mirrors of advertising, the
shifting rhetorics of impending change, and the ubiquitous icons
of electronic communication? With every index has come an
interdiction, of fashion or fear or both, a circumscription of daily
life as we have known it. Yet, this seemingly vulnerable world of
ours, surrounded by signs, still throbs and clamors in
disagreement and debate.

What is the role of the artist in this landscape of omens and
portents, in a world as fragile and volatile as it is relentlessly
humdrum and resilient, in a public realm where boundaries of
civility and intimacy are continually being re-configured?

These questions are answered, and others asked, by the artists
of Art in Odd Places 2009. Signs are worn, dropped and
projected. Interventions are tender and bold. They span the
length of the street from east to west or address themselves to a
specific location. But they repeatedly stretch the canvas of our
perceptions of what we (can) see and what we (can) do.

On 14th Street, the entire history of New York unfolds itself. The
street walks the tightrope of all dichotomies — uptown/downtown,
high/pop culture, gentrification/labor protest, boutique
culture/burlesque — and the specters of all these conflicting
identities find their way into the artwork produced this year.

The forgotten histories revived and the idiosyncratic trajectories
followed by these artists are all invitations to take a very different
kind of city stroll. This time, it is in an artistic and critical dialogue
with public space that helps tread a new footpath through those
public realms that have begun to seem thoroughly fettered but
still indisputably belong to us.

Erin Donnelly and Radhika Subramaniam
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art In
odd
places

14TH STREET, NYC
A festival exploring the odd, ordinary,

and ingenious in the spectacle of daily life.

artinoddplaces.org
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